A Seeret Tryst Turns Deadly in waterbury Vermont and
Leaves Behinad a Real Treasure Cache of Untolad wWealth!

The day efore it wasnt snowing.
The tress are strangers, Leering, disapproving
n the ash of winter.
My world, nuy Life, my) wandering path,
It seemes not God, but man's awn wrath.
Has put an end to our Love.

The Secret Lover's Lost cache an H,Charles Betl Treasure Hunting Adventure
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Theve once stood at the corner of South Main Street, and Park Row tn waterbury, Vermont
the waterbury tnn. (£ was actually built in its entivety "without blueprints in 1€65" just
after the Clvil war. Accesstble by train and cav, wealthy folks from New England, New
York and canada wmade this a favorite destination as a vacation place from that thme, tnto
the 1950's. It was a pleasant atmosphere of a country, Victorian flair with all of the finery
that yow'd expect of a New Bngland mountain retreat.

THE INN WATERBURY, VT

"Nuwmerous owners and managers maintained the i over the years but Perhaps W.F. Davis
served the longest tenure and ts most remembered by townsfolk.




Sttuateo behind the Inn was a croguet course for guests' entertalnment.
At one time deer were penned there and an archery course abutted the
golf course, on Blush HILL which was advertised as the waterbury inn
Golf Course. Local organizations met at the un and celebrations, tea
and cord parties were held there. in all it was a wmemorable and pleasant

affair.

Foamilies would come by vail for a vacation at the tan, availing
themselves of the previously mentioned activities plus trips to Stowe, up
to Mansfield, plenics or porch rocking. Livery stables and other
businesses flourished and the entire area spoke of velaxation and
recreation.

A 1920's brochure indicates the appeal of the hostelry— "newly decornted with innerspring
mattresses-- most rooms have twin beds and private baths-- and elevator takes you up and
down-- rates £7 per day or $47.50 week-—- rates tnclude meals of course.™ -

And of course; the food was exgquisite. Whike Linewn table cloths, sterling silver dinnerware and
tea sets adovned the dining room. Wingback chairs provided the most comfortable of dining
from the rich mahogany tables.

All was pleasant and charming tn waterbury or so it appeared.

"Inthe late 1940's, the property was purchased by Elmond Molony beginning a saga
reflective of a Sherlock Holmes mystery. Mrs. Pauline Malony was found dead in the vear of
the hotel tn March 1950. scantily Clad tn night wear, bruised about the kinees and Legs the
body) was found at 9 A.M., apparently having been outside all night. It is to be supposed that
she died sometbme during the night.

The headlines vead; 'On the morning of March 18, 1950, the partially clad
body of the owner of the waterbury (nn, Pauline Gitl Molony (41) was

> found in a rear alley, face-up and spread-eagled in the fresh, wind-blown,
snow. Watérbury doctors C. B. Orton and John Wright were summoned,
but despite the urging of Evic qraves, the Health Officer, both were
unwilling to sign a Death Certificate because of an unknown cause of
aeath.”

Each doctor agreed that the cause of death was open to question since there was no obvious
fotal marie on her body and no known prior medical condition. Other marks on her hands,
linees and face appeared suspiclous... Pauline Molony met her untlmely death over six decades
ago and the case s still officlally open.




fig, #1 The avea where Pauline's body was found

Amazingly, it wasw't until early evening when her husband - Bdmond Molony, contacted
waterbury Police Chief Forrest N. Reber to notify him of the death. Reber in turn contacted
the three-year-old Vermont State Police to ask for help. At the urging of an aleoholic doctor,
Henry St. Antoline, who restded at the i, Mr. Molony requested an autopsy on his wife.

Dr. Joseph W. Spelman, the Vermont sState Medical Examiner, conducted an autopsy that
evening tnstde the v.L. Perking Funeral Home on South Maln Street tn waterbury. It was
discovered that Mrs. Molony had died of a havd blow Low on the back of her head. Spelman
ruled a cerebral hemorvhage as the cause of death. Pauline Molony had been murdered!

The State Police thew launched a full investigation under the divection of Lt. John &. Peters
and Detective Ao &. Franzond. lmmedlatetg, it became obvious that there was some Limited
evidence she could have fallen on the ice, hit her head on the corner of the building, ano
crawleol a short distance until overcome by her injury and the cold.

Ow the other hand, theve was a vich Lot of posstble suspects and nobody could explain why she
was found outdoors with so Little clothing in March. Likewise, wobodg could {uttg explain
the blood splatter and other evidence at the sceme. For example, one of her socks was found the
next morning hundreds of feet away tn Dr. Orton's driveway. It was a suspielous scene to
say the least.
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Lt. Peters, Detective Franzonl and Lab Techniclan Hemenwn Y used several advanced
techniques during thelr investigation. At a time when it was not common, they
incorporated, microscopie flber av»a%sig, microscopie hatr avm%sés, blood tgp’mg, and blood
spatter analysis. They spent hours carefully dusting several tnches of new swow away to
expose the surface as it has beewn at the hour of her presumed death.

The primary suspect was Bdwmond Molony (52), the husband who told a somewhat confusing
story and adwmitted to having a fight hours before her death. He heaped suspiclon on himself
n a number of ways. owe example was the mmediate removal and washing of the limited
clothing in which she haol been found. He later had a havd time producing these items for the
police. Additionally, he didn't notify any law enforcement agency of his wife's death for
nearly 12 hours ~ neither did the doctors, the health officer or any of the many employees
and guests at the mn leading to an ominous speculation of the worst kindl

At o tlme when Vermont State Police had no such copability, Molony was transported out of
state for a polygraph with the results having been tnconclusive. A vead of the transeript does
leave one with a vision of police officers hovering over Molony in a darke room Lit by a single
bare Light bulb suspended over his head with pressure, intbmidation and coerclon used to
extract information from him.




The other suspects wevew't far lower down the List and included a vecently fived and aleoholic
physiclan from the Vermont State Hospital. The doctor was Living at the tnn and not paying
for his roorw and board. 1t would appear that the Molony's were planning to evict him and
Mrs. Molony was none too fond of him and his ways. She felt that he was driving away
reputable clientele and that he lookeol baol for thelr business. (UL felt words were often
exchangeo between the disenfranchised doctor and Mrs. Molony and there was no Love Lost
between thew.

The Front Desk Clerk on duty that night and the last person to adwit to seetng her alive was
investigated. 1t was quickly determined that he had previously run a house of prostitution in
Vermont's Northeast Kingdom. His past clearly was not a clean slate and his reputation
sullled that of the waterbury nn. He was an employee that was destined to be terminated by
Mrs. Molony.

Another suspect was a former patient at the Vermont State Hospital and handyman
employed at the tnn tn exchange for room and board. He was apparently il treated by Mr.
Molony who dealt with him with derision and contempt and was unable to be a good witness
for himself due to his despise of the Molony's. He believed that the value of his work far
exceeded the value of his room and board and that the Molony's had taken advantage of him
and owed hinm reparations.

The last suspects weve a refrigeration vepatrman who hao worked ow the freezer at the un and

the tnw's chef and wait staff. Mrs. Molony was a tough business woman; she ran a tight ship
and had been convinced that someone had been stealing meat from the freezer. There was
initial speculation that she was checking the freezer anol had surprised a thief in the act.

The case remains as an offictally unsolved/untimely death. A key reason is the subsequent
events that overtook the primary) suspects.

a) The Desk Clevk died of a heavt attack within eight months

b) Br. Henry St. Antolne, a long term guest, committed sulcide by Lleaping in front of a
Central Vermont traln; ijutg of 1951.

¢) Edmond Molony, died of cancer mju% of 1952.

d) The Handyman was incapable of providing meaningful testimony due to diminished
mental capacity.

To further complicate matters disaster struck the lnn as if destined to hide the truth
surrounding the untimely death of Pauline Molony. The wn burned tn o wmassive fire on
November 2, 1953,




With the subsequent disappearance of the building itself and the loss of most related police
files, this case is no longer solvable unless a new witness (s) comes forward. The last kinown
witness died several years ago.

Mrs. Molony's death cervtificate on file in waterbury still shows that the case ts “‘wnder
Lnvestigation” and has never been amended."

lt wasw't long before Speculation swirled about the town among the blue hatreo tongue
wagging old bitties that Pauline was tnvolved tn an extramarital velatlonship and was
returning from a secret rendezvous with her Lover at thelr designated spot along the Winooski
River whew she was confronted by her husbano who had followed and spied upow the couple

during the tryst. Bumged when overhearing that Pauline had been seeveting a portion of the

veceipts from the hotel till and other valuables for their planned escape he sprang upon her

with uncontrollable malice and committed the cavdinal sin.

It may appear that perhaps no meat had beew stolen at all from the deep freeze in the basement
but that Pauline might have used it as a cover for the receipts not balancing at the month's
end if the storles of the Local gossips are to be believed. It can be supposed that she buriedt

thousands of dollars since she stood to receive nothing from a nasty divoree proceeding,.

Search as he might Edmond Molony was never able to discover the spot where his wife haol
buried her valuables. Her alleged suitor had quickly left town never to return upon hearing of
her murdler Lest accusations be cast in his divection. Pauling's cache of money and jewels has

eluded everyone who has searched for them.

The tragic fire of November 3-4, 1952 destroyjed the lnin. The Vermont teon burned to the
ground taking with it any secrets that may have been held within its walls.







Robert Molony, Jr., who was managing the mn for his uncle's estate, perished in the five." -
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