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The Ldea of a ghost towwn stivs the imagination with visions of
the southwest. However there are by far more eastern ghost
towns than western that are within ensy reach and [ have
documented thirty-one tn one county alone tn Pennsylvania.
| would venture to say that if you are Living in the east that
You could be exploring a ghost town within thirty minutes
from wherever You Live. History Ls just beneath your feet; in
foct you're walking upow it!

My wanderings take wme through secluded woodlands to
places that may wnot have been seen in hundvreds of Years, |
have hiked, horse-packed and camped in the Appalachian
Mountains for decades leading me on adventures tn ghost
towns, abandoned Lumber camps, cities destroyed through
disasters the likes of which we no longer see, anclent burial
sites and battlegrounds. | have walked tn the footsteps of great

WLEWN.

Pourtng over the historic mops that clutter my deske, | woticed
a hanowritten veference to o manmade mownolithic structure
that is supposed to Lie 10 miles bnto what is considered to be
one of the most vemote areas of Pennsylvania. A place devoid
of blacktop and wheve bear, el and rattlesnakes abowund. It's
havel to imagine civilization touching an area that few would
think to venture into today; an aren of steep mountains and



even steeper ravines where one misstep would mean a fall to
one's death; but there it was in black and white a cryptic
reference beckoning a would be explover. It made wme wondler,
what could be there?

Dawn was just beginning to break on that particular
morning whew | ventured tnto the crisp autuwmn atr, the kRind
that smells of pumpking and a bowntiful harvest anol once
again cranked the wotor tn the old green Ford and headed
dowwn the road admiring Mother Nature's handiwork across
the vibrant hillsides; pondering the note of a monolithic
structure and envisioning what may lay tn store at the top of
the mountain that ts 50 miles or more distant. The miles tick
by slowly when you've filled with the anticipation of a new
discovery.

| was not bn search of just any town but five towns that were
built in close proximity that became the cemter of the Local coal
and Lron mining industries tn this area of north central
Pennsylvania durting the mid 19th century. This prosperous
community was butlt by tmmigrant miners and a unique
personality whose Lifte story Left behind a legend of wealth,
buried treasure and an English mansion that sat out of place
atop the mountain tn the wilds of Pennsylvania.



Revelton Lies o very distant ten miles into the remote
mountating of north central Penmnsylva nia. The nearest towwn,
Ruigley's Mills; itself just a speck on the map with Lock
Haven twenty miles distant belng perhops the closest better
Rmnown community. | say a distant ten miles because the last
ten wmiles of my trip lnto this remote area will take another 45
mbnutes to travel; dowbling the time it takes for me to travel
the 50 wmiles from my home. Abmost mpassible, the trail that
Leads tnto this aren Ls as vough and rugged as any that yow'd
expect to flnal tn the American southwest. (n the winter it s
Lmposstble to reach this area. Nobody comes here except an
oceastonal hunter. The story of Revelton has been Left for me
alowne to plece together; to photograph the site and Leave a record
where one has Yet to exist. | enjoy the challenge and solitude of
such a place; one that Ls uwspoited.

L artve in Quigley's Mills; it's a small country town with the
atmosphere of Mayberry. Experience has taught me that the
best place to Learn history is from the older residents of an
areq, so | head to the corner diner for breakfast. it's exactly as |
expected, hitehing post outside, wooden steps Leading through
the arched victorian doorway, boarding house still standing
next door. The door opens with a creak, hitting the bell
mounted atop. Ola men tn overalls and blue hatred Ladies
pause momentarily from thelr conversations to Look at the two



strangers who have just entered. The silence is deafening,
moments Linger but conversations resuwme as we strategically
take our seats nearest to a table with four old men. Black and
white photographs of the olod town line the walls; they'll serve
as a good Lee breaker whew | garner the nenve to speak to the

gentlemen sitting across from us.

For the moment my observations are on the structure itself,
worn woodew floov, tin ceiling, pickle barvel at the end of the
dining counter, brass cash register and floor safe tn the
corner. Just one widdle aged woman acting as hostess,
waltress, cook and cashier; she takes our order and retives to
the kitchen. one of the locals walks behina the counter, picks
up the coffee pot and vefills the patrons cups...ours tncluoed.
You can hear the sizzle of the sausage as the smell of a home
cooked country breakfast watts from the kitchen, a true
farmer's breakfast.

Occastonal glances are cast our way; may e because we are
strangers, maybe because of my snakeboots, fedora and 1911
stdearm. [ watt for one of the older gentlemen to make eye
contact, it doesn't take long and tt's my opportuntty to strike
Up a conversation. "Nice place You have here. Our conversation
turns from small talk to history after [ introduce us; setting
them at ease. | find that most folks are happy to talk about



themselves and to sharve what they know of thelr hometowin
and thelr great wncle Charlie who Lived up the "holler" and
worked the mines on the mountain. Our conversation allowed
me to fill in some blank spaces in my notes and the folks
were be eager to hear about what we would flnd.

The scenic beauty tn this portion of the country is
unparalleled; deciduous forests giving way to open meadows,
peat bogs and beaver dams followed by Lush and dark forests
that block out nearly all Light; canopled tn heavy hemlocks of
four foot dimmeters. The ravages of a wildfive that raged down
the mountain tn the 1890's no longer apparent but skepticism
extolled by the locals that anything at all would remain of the
old towns and thelr frame dwellings. No one had seen any tn
a hundred years.

The mountain extends clear down to Beech Creek from its peak
10 miles away. [ veach the pont where the blacktop ends and
twrn onto o gravel road that quickly becomes nothing more
thawn a rutted, divt tratl. A goat path as | lLke to call tt. ( dyvlve
along the narvow trail to an tnereasing elevation sometinmes
with cliffs along one side and sharp rocks protruding out of
the ground with oil slicks about them, evidence of n
misadventure of those Less prepared. My companion, new to
these explorations comments on the rugged remoteness that



one would think no longer exists in our portion of the country.
I'm Looking ahead through the trees for tell tale signs of past
habitation; 90 degree angles, tree Lines, domestic vegetation,
stone walls; nothing in sight for miles. in my preplanning |
used what is nwow referved to as remote sensing with Google
Earth that showed me that | should be approaching the peak of
the mountain where an open field existed. As we cleared a two
foot deep muad bog tn the trail we entered wpown the clearing. |
Lmwmediately spotted an enormous apple tree on my right and
a line of conifers that were too evenly spaced for natures
handiwork; most Likely the efforts of the forest service after
the fire. | said, "we've here' to the astonishment of my
companton. His Less skilled eye hao not taken tn the same
stghts and he was amazed that without ever having been here
before that t was able to put us on Location tn our first attempt
at discovering the towns; others would have driven right by. |
pulled from the trail tnto an avea of goloden rod and stepped
from the truck. On my Left fifteen feet linto the woods was o
stone wall. [ walked tn the opposite direction toward a patch of
Lilles an unmistakable domestic planting that [ kknew would
have beewn around a howee. [ could see across the voao a hole Lin
the ground, probably a well.

Further into the field, there it was, the partially filled
foundation of John Reaville's English styled mansion.  had



readt that the General, as Reaville was called by his men,
divided his the between the construction of the village and
the opening of the coal mines. (t was recorded that he erected
good dwellings for the miners and a grand manston for
himself. it was of English style, large and handsomely
finished; the center hall with a winding statrease and
mahogany rail and balusters; the rooms Large and warmed by
deep fireplaces with big chimneys and carved mantels. A wide
porch graced the front and it was positioned on an angle
facing dowwn the lane so that the Reaville's might see
approaching company. A hitching post was placed at the head
of the walk just off of the porch. Out in the yard a white picket
fence fronted by Llilies, and bvy. A spring house sat off to the
rlght of the lane where the well water was piped Linto from
across Reveltow road.

The very atmosphere of the place was one of comfort,
convenlence and Lw(l/urg; or as luxurious as one could get n
1853 with no tnterior bathrooms, running water nor
electricity. It serves to remind me that we take a Lot for
granted today. Little wonder that it was a curtosity to
dwellers of other valleys and attracted many visitors. It
appeared out of place in this wilderness. When the Potters, the
Ashflelds, the Silvars and thelr friends from New York or
Boston came, the mansion was a place of revelry and



banguets, and the specmug bullt wine vault Ln the cellay,
always well stocked with the best Bnglish liquors and French

WLILES, WAS MLost popular.

AS | crossed Linto the fleld the apple tree once again caught my
eye. Over 30 Lnehes Ln diometer, | can't recall ever seetng one
Lavger. It was growing right tn the center of a second, small
“L" shoped foundation. Old to be sure, | flgured Lt must have
begun growing shortly after the forest five. As | headed to the
clearing, vuffled grouse flushed from a thorny bush with
bright orange berries generally planted as landscaping and
Just beyono was a Large cellar hole consisting of an earthen
berm and collapsed foundation stones. | was cevtain that ( had
discovered the foundation of Johw Reaville’s mansion. Over
growwn and almost comepletely hidden from view tn the tall
ferns, | bmagined how it must have appeared 150 years ago;
the fence along the voad, white columns, black bear posed on
the front porch; a prank that the General Liked to play on
guests; | belng the most recent. Stone outcropplings were found
behind the house; maybe the Location of the cave where John
hung his venlson; another foundation across the road from
the house. [ sat on a stump as my companion continued his
seaveh for relies that would conflrm our discovery.

A bit of respite allowed me to veflect upon my surroundings.
Penmnsylvania history is full of colorful characters; John



Reaville not the least among them but his accomplishments
tn the coal and tron mining tndustries arve as secluded as the
towwn that bears his name in the mountains above Quigley's
Mills along with four others; Rock Cabin, Peacock, Bear
swamp and Eagleton; each an outgrowth of Reavelton and

John rReaville's efforts while working for the Ashfield coal
COV\A‘PQVL&.

Writtew records are scarce tn my searvch for information on
these ghost towns. They have become true ghosts; only a
footnote in history, only a small notation on an historic map;
its name no longer mentioned by those Living in the avea, it
has stmply ceasent to exist.

t's an lneredible feeling when you discover a new place and to
_inow that perhaps for the flrst thme bn over 150 years that
someone has taken an bnterest in and resurvected the name of
the town and its people that were all but forgotten. The story of
Reviltow Ls the story of John Reaville a singular havd working
individual whose Legacy Left behind stories of these towns that
dot our countryside. The towns are the story of famdilies and
thelr struggle as ploneers on a frontier; of the businesses that
they bullt by the sweat of thelr brow and of other ploneers who
Later jolned in the prosperity creating and building the town
upow thelr vision of a brighter future.



Reavilton Ls unique in that it was founded in 1€53 and
almost completely gone by 187 along with its sisters Rock
Cabin, Peacock, Bear Swamp and Bagleton. (E's a case study
b boown to bust tndustrialization and the influences that
spawned the towns, thelr industry and those that swept it
from the forest. (t's a study in legacy and Legend that allowed
Lt to be footnoted and not entirely Lost to history as
homestends and smaller hamlets might be. wWhile not as old
as the sites that we study tn classteal archaeology the
community of Reaviltow is old for Pennsylvania and it
nevertheless has a complex story to tell about the people who
Lived heve, how they Lived and the legacy that they Left behind.
John reaville immigrated from Nottlngham, England to
Ameriea tn about 1843 settling tn New York and although a
coal miner by occupation purchased with wmost of his savings
a sixty-nere farm near Amagonsett, Long (sland to try his
hand at farming. Tired of this endeavor Reaville traveled
westward through Pennsylvania to an area where nwew coal
mines were being opened by the Potter and Ashfield Company.
reaville was a tough, hard-working sort of man. He came to
seek his fortune, and fell tn with the Potter and Ashfleld
Company. They had a legal problem with one of thelr eastern
mines that amounted to this: (f left unattendeod, the mine
could be claimed by someone else. John Reaville was soon on
his way to schuylikill county into the anthracite coal region



of Penmnsylvania where he was requlired to take up residence
Lnside of the mine that the Potter § Ashfield company had
been working tllegally and one which the sherlff was trying
to foreclose upon Uf they ever Left it unattended for even a day.
reaville lived tn near Lsolation for approximately € months
inside the mine after which Potter and Ashfileld owned it by
aolverse possession thus saving them $1,500,000 a handsome
sum at that thwe. As his rewarol for his service John Reaville
was named Superintendant of Mines tn the Tangascootac
reglon above Beechereek, was given a blank check and told to
open the coal fielos in the mountaing tn the in the Spring of
1852 where bituminous coal had recently been discovered.
The mines were well under way by 1854, the openings had
beew driven tn well and coal was being brought out
encouragingly. Scoves of miners, mostly forelgners of that
oceupation, ma ny with families, were domiciled in the long

rows of houses on the property.

Reviltow covered approximately 2600 acves. If we tnclude its
sister towns this expands to about tem square miles. John
Reaville named his town after himself originally as
reavilville. Peacock was named for the color of the coal, which
had a brightly colored sheen to it. Rock Cabin got its name for
obvious reasons, and Eagleton after the Bald Eagle aren
named for the Seneea ndian Chief. The town of Bear Swamp



sat on the edge of the most desolate site in the arvea. Five towns,
dozens of howmes, stoves, school, coal and Lron maines, vailroad,
sawmtlll and a mownolithic structure; a tremeendous Lron

furnace were butlt in just a few years.

It was ln Eagleton that the first coal mine strike in
Pennsylvania occurred, ana Jonn Reaville was the man who
handled it. Reaville was kmnowwn to be a tough boss. (n 1856,
the operation was at the helght of profit, and the men banded
together to demand wmore money and better treatment. They
went on strike, carrying weapons and threatening to become
violent. John Reaville sent a trusted employee tnto Lock Haven
to bring back Sheriff John W. Smith, who returned with a
group of twenty armed men. Smith calmed things down and
broke the strike tn about three days.

Revilton provided a centralized work place for the early
settlers of this veglon; coal was in great demand and the
mountainous region had plenty of it. Reaville's workforce
consisted mostly of Bnglish, Scoteh and German
Lmlgrants. Additional towns sprang up in adjoining areas
of natural vesources because it meant steady work; albeit hard
and the opportunity to earn wages and support a famdily.
Several drifts were opened and the miners climbed into the
earth daily by way of four foot tunnels to extract the black



rock that was sought by the vatlroads, manufacturing and
Lron Lndustry. [t was yet to be used for home heating except by
the affluent tn the large cities. n the country wood was
plentiful and cheap and coal was a commodity.

| walked the ground drawing its features on my sketeh pad;
flrst the "L shaped foundation of the mansion, the spring
house, well, privy and stables. Then dowwn the trail to the
powder house, mine office, miners homes anol the mines
themselves that are visible today as collapsed audits where you
can stand and sight along the ground following large stink
holes of the collapsed conl mines themselves. [ cautioned my
companion not to walk upon the ground between the sink
holes that might glve way at any moment.

Numerous shatts had been dug all heading tn a north-south
orientation. [ paused to bmagine the men with blackened faces
digging under the ground, setting powder charges, clearing,
the mine before the explosion blew Loose a few tons of coal and
thew reentering the shaft, shoring its voof with wooden tintbers
andl shoveling the coal Lnto carts that were thew drawn out of
the earth by horses up the hillside to narrow gauge rvail cars
where it would be hauled dowwn the mountain to Lock Haven
and Loaded onto barges watting in the recently completed
Penmnsylvania canal to be shipped to polnts further east. |



wondered of the dangers; of the mine collapses anal of the
families that Lived heve.

Child Labor Laws were nonexistent at this timee; | limwagined
eloht, nine and ten year old boys dripping wet from mine
seepage with blackened skin that wouldn't come clean and
sullew eyes peering from the mines; forced Labor whose Lives
dtdw't matter; while Johwn Reaville was sitting tn his English
mansion eating oysters and sipping fine wine; the extremes

of Life.

This [ know of Reaville for in the corner of the stone
foundation that once supported his extravagant home we
found the glass shards of wine and bitters bottles, flow blue
ching, oyster shells and ceramic pipes. Though nothing is Left
of the framing, it was two story affair with expansive front
poreh. We see expensive brick and cut stone Littering the
ground. There | discovered shavds of pottery, the unmistakable
green glass of fine French wine bottles and more oyster shells;
apparently he was fond of them; an expensive deticacg so far
from the oceawn.

Speaking with the gentlemen at the diner, | Learned that the
house was knowwn to have a wine cellar and cave at the vear of
the property where meat was hung for aging to produce the



best flavor. The Reaville's had the finest of everything and
once entertained a Princess of Spain. While two-hundred feet
away the miners Lived tn small 2-4 room houses built upon
PLLLW@S, eRlng out a meager Living; 0{511/»@ at a Youwng age.
Life was havd for these folks and work was dangerous. As we
talked | learned that Jolhwn ewjo@ed alcohol and tobacco. When
he came to town, drinks were on him at the tavern and he was
the Lite of the party. This was confirmed through the amounts
of anmber glass marked as bitters procured from the backyard
privy along with beautiful shavds of expensive pottery and
other glassware and wore clay tobacco tavern pipes.

Privy excavations are at the top of my list ln use to determine
the lifestyle of the past occupants of a home; the Reavilton
manston would be no different. A privy usually Lies to the
rear of a home and downwing. This one displayed evidence of
prior digging as the dirt was mownded around its stoes mixed
with broken glass leaving nothing in context. Fortunately we
already knew the age. As | sitted through the divt it became
apparent that bottle hunters haol been theve some time before as
evidenced by the 1970's Pepsl can recovered at approximately
4 feet deep. Nevertheless they were remlss bn thelr search for
only bottles that remained tntact after 125 years while | was
Interested L all else that remained. Glass was scattered across
the ground. More broken pottery and glass soon begawn to



emerge and was roughly classified according to the type of
glass and color or decoration as we vemoved it from the hole tn
the ground. Severval Lrow velics also came to light. Our
recoveries allowed us to reconstruct entire pleces of ching; two
{Low blue meat platters with matching dinner plate, white
glazed serving dish, tea pot, bitters bottles, delft cremmer,
earthenware jug, chanmber pot, ofl Lamp globes, clay pipes that
were smoked by John himself. it was a veritable bonanza of
broken pottery that would provide satistaction well into the
winter as we cleaned, conserved and reconstructed the Life
and soctal atmosphere that existed bn Reviltow a hundred
Yyears before [ was even born. Bver so slowly we coaxed Life back
Lnto the Reaville's. They were once again the center of
attention; the Life of the party.

Back Ln town /Ww{ugtrg was expa nalng, an Lron mineg was
openeol on a hillside just above the Tangascootac creek. A
furnace was budlt tn the forest along with a water powered
sawwiill, houses and a school. | was convineed that the
monolithic structure referenced on my map had to be an lron
furnace so we set n search of it through the forest. Our trail
became Limpassible; 3 foot deep ruts filled with water caused us
to abandon our vehicle and proceed on foot. My 172 wap of
the avea identified a stream as “furnace run”. One thing that
I've learned Ls that place names generally cotneloe with



history; so we headed tn that direction hiking through the
brush and dense wndergrowth wntil coming upon a well worn
trail. The hemlock canopy hung heavily overhead causing the
forest to appear as if it weve dusk. | had wo ioea of how far the
furnace might be or even if it yet existed; often the stones
from structures are vepurposed tn later years. we followed
under the canopy of massive hewlocks for a distance to where
the valley deepened and the trees nearly blocked out all Light. |
edged towara a steep incling and standing upon the precipiee
Ln order to view the valley (Looked up to behold a massive stone
structure sovmwe 45 feet Ln helght and 20 feet square on the
opposite hillside; Like an anclent pgmm’w{ standing in a rift
valley with sunlight streaming down upon it as if heaven
sewt. The tllusion created a remariknble experience as if 1 alone
was meant to find the structure. | prompted my companion to
the edge of the clitf but in all tts glory he could not see the
furnace as it lies camouflaged among the hemlocks, ttself
having turned green tn color. tn a few moments he came to
understand what my excttement was about.

The furnace stands over 25 feet tall and nearly an equal
measure bn Length and breadth of fitted stone construction
held together with Lrown crossties and wood supports. Four
avches, one on each stde Lead tnto areas where the molten Lron
flowed into molds for tngots and hollow wares. A pipe work for



atr from the bellows is evident. It is a traditional top mount
furnace.

we scrambled down the steep hillside and crossing the stream
were dwarfed by the huge stone structure as the sunlight
broke through the follage shining down upon the furnace; a
sight to behold. several other foundations Llay scattered
among the woodlands in support of the swelting operation.
lrow ore, of & good quality exists in the Tangascootac region
and tn 1857 the Tangascootac Coal Company; the true name
of the operation at Revilton erected a furnace and
manufactured tron from the hewatite and "white" ores found
on Lts lands, but a suspension of operations ensued soon after,
as was the case with coal mining, yet sufficlent was done to
devwonstrate the fact that an abundance of ore existed, from
which could be made a good quality of trow. [ was able to
Locate remnants of a stockpile of coke and also of Limestone
adjacent the furnace that were used to produce sufficlent heat
to smeelt the Lron. lrom meelts at about 3,000 degrees Fahrenhelt
therefore the furnace had to remain tn blast 24 hours a day
lest it cool down and 2-3 tons of coke would be required to
restore it back to temperature. BY the middle of the nineteenth
century the trend was to use coke tnstead of charcoal, hot blast
instead of cold, steam for power tnstead of waterwheels and
steel shell, five brick lined stacks tnstead of stone.



This furnace allows us to see a transition in the technology of
the day. Coke was being used however a waterwheel driving a
mechanical bellows was nitially in operation. Firebrick was
used tn part but yet with a stone stack survounded with a
sandy clay between the stack and the stone furnace ttself. n
the early years, the blast was powered by water turning a
wheel whteh L turn etther workeed a bellows (eng furnaces)
or pushed pistons in and out of tubes to create the blast of aiv. |
believe that the Revilton furnace used tube pistons because of
the long flat foundations to the right of the furnace just above
furnace run. Whewn the use of bellows was discontinued tn
Lrone manufacture around 1820, two pairs of wooden tudes
were used. Each patr consisted of one tube tnside another with
sultnble leather gaskets. As the liner tube of one pair was
descending and sucking tn atr, the nner tube of the other
pair was ascending and compressing the air. BY means of
Leather valves the flow of alr to a storage tank was regulated.
The combination of air belng blown tinto the coke embers
created the extreme tevmperatures necessary to melt the trow ore.
Although actual operations at a blast furnace probably
required fifteen to twenty men around the clock, otmrjobs
connected with the furnace, such as cutting wood, hauling the
coke and Limestone, ratsing food for the employees and the
horses, hauling ove and pig Lrow, tnereaseol the number of



workers to between slxtg and eightg. Also from tl/\/wt@ to ﬁ{tg
horses were needed for the many hauling jobs.

Hard liquor was tn great demand by the workmen. (£ was
almost as necessary as food or so Lt seems. Because most
furnaces were bullt far from towns, adjacent to vaw wmaterials
and water power, there was Little or no opportunity for
recreation; and as a vesult men vesorted to drinking as a way
to pass thelr letsure thne.

The furnace was built besioe a Will having a flat area at the
same elevation as the top of the furnace. Materials were taken
to this bewch for charging tnto the furnace. A bridge between
the top of the stack and the "bench" was used for this purpose.
My instinct told me to Look wnder where the bridge would have
beew to Locate samples of the fuel that was belng used to fire
the furnace. Sure enough, | found the colke and Limestone that
| was Looking for. My companion Located a cow bell ow the
ground nearby although | speculate that it was actually used
ow a hovrse or mule that hauled the vaw resources.

Just above the furnace we Located the rulins of three butldings;
most probably bunk houses for the shift workers required to
work the furnace 'vound the clock. Down a trail towaro
Tangascootac Creek the audit of the Lron mine is located atop



the hill with its collapsed shaft running downhill toward the
tratl. Further downstream were the remaing of a water powered
sawmlll. The area Ls strewn with Ltrow, slag and cinders.
Round pieces of trom reminiscent of meteorites can be found
Ln the area.

Across the valley from whenee we came and upon the hill we
discovered the foundation of the lrom Masters House. A much
Lavger howee thaw those of the worlkkers yet smaller than
General Reaville's. it was comprised most Likely of &-F vooms
with front and vear doors, glass paned windows and a
springhouse to the vear of the home. The tron master was in
complete control of the furnace and second only to John
Reaville himself. while [ have yet to discover the specifics of
this individual he no doubt arrived from Burope with expertise

Ln furnace opemtiow.

lron wares were Likely hauled to the narrow gauge vail Line at
the bottom of the valley for transport to "Old Town'" now
becoming better known as Lock Haven for its assoctation with
the Pennsylvania Canal System; from here to polnts further
east such as Williamsport, Harrisburg or Baltimore.

The Tangascootac basin presented as lively a mining scene as
could be found anywhere in Pennsylvanio and as s
tnevitable tn coal miniing, the mines eventually became Less



profitable it is saio not from lack of resources but from.
mismanagement. However, despite its former prosperity, year
1270 found every mine bn the Tangascootac basin closed.

John Reaville and his wife Lived happily and alone tn their
manston wnttl he died of heart disease, manifested tn a gouty
and dropsical condition, on the twenty-second day of August,
187¢, at the age of seventy-one and was buried with Masownic
Rites.

Owne Year later, Less seven days, his wife, Elishaba, aged sixty-
seven and a halt years, died Ln the state hospital at danville,
never the smme wowan after the death of her husband. A white
marble shatt, elght and a half feet high, stands by thelr
graves tn Highland cemetery at Lock Haven.

After thelr deaths, the rumor began that rReaville had buried
boags of money tn the basement of his mansion, under the dirt
floor.

Some thme afterward a wan appeared at the Reaville mansion.
It was speculated that he was a hospital employee to whom
Mrs. Renaville had divulged her husband's secret. He stayed in
the house alone for days and curlous woodsmen passing were
chased from the premises. A sullen veply repelled thelr
salutations. Thew the man was never seen agatn. Visttors to
the place Later found the cellar floor dug up, the wine vault



demolished and the foundation stones tn many places
removed. That the old general haa gold hidden when he dieat
his wife natwrally enough kinew.

The vatlroad was torn up and the hundreds of buildings left to
fall bnto vuin and decay. Forest fires Llater consumed all traces
of them and today nothing but a few foundation stones and
green arens marik where the village once stood and even they
are few.

The abandoned furnace which John =eaville built and for
which he burned a thousand tons of cole needlessly is the
only structure of the hundreds erected standing today in the
valley which is fast belng reclabmed to its original wildness.
The moss covered, stone walls on the bank of Furnace run,
Loolke ot unlilee the tower and ruing 0{ an old English castle,
now collapsing ttself.

For a few years, the mansiow stood, as a sentinel of what had
gone before, visiteo now and then by hunting and pleasure
parties, but finally, about 115 Years ago, it, too, fell a prey to
the flames of a fire as it was in use as a logging camsp,
having beew stripped of its finery years before.



To the unwary visitor the history of the Tangascootace valley
would not be distinguished as one of such prosperity; but in
this valley lay the velics and riches of the people of Revilton
and perhaps a fortune buried by John Reaville.

Not long after the discovery of coal on the Tangascootac slope,
vartous companies were formeo and commenced mining
operations. The Bagleton Company, at Bagleton, the Rock
cabin, at the mines of that nawe, thewn the Tangascootac
Company), made up of gentlemen from New York.

n all five towns were erected.

NRHHY APZBG WEKRR [)IUE PEEW) REEFM BSURD
ZDDJA MSWIX XCVIZ, RXBOE URHMN RTFCX XFXFI
LWKGM SNYVM RRCGD RMEXA FPRZ W RIFSH PPMCP
WABMK ZS)VS OWBUH TWSNR XTBYB XVITR UKPPX
URHET SDHH) DNHLP ZED)W TMWRZ RIBRE NXPIE
EFGRS BDZAM SDVZ G XPELU UXADM OBPAU CLEDS
BDPIU HCROL ZDNF) POJIN BLDPSW XUXZ B KXOCW
BUKPO PUIXZ PEZZD WFXGL PIHAX ILZ LI FRFZZ,
MVFMH CBWY R LWOLG VZXBW FSJTA TSFRG XOGBK.
SGMUF FUDYF NYWZM GUKT BNBAW KKIWI LTGDP
REXBV WYPXC PPZBZ UZWC PTUF YBURG HSYVA
XUUUE RSMRR WRLME XGNGL ZDFWH HYSUN
XGGCL RAXDX YOHLG NBFVL GNMWE PGVXN FFTIS



CRAPN FKNND IG)IS VCUOD YAUR) JFK SMDLI CRPTA
IWILY T)QJR USVRH FURIP &VUP KITUY V)GEC JRWT)
XUXOH ERCPI FFIHE LXHRA SFSXH EYKTR NDNKH
DRPZL RIRV) FWVFP JZPPG JKIZL ZDBRH LILG
PRGSN FARCL XBFVA FIHCE XUXLI MCGEM MHSUR
IULR) XMEXR BYAHC XUTBF VIFXG QBIWZ NIQZF
BHINE RPGDK XPGEE NHLGN PZPIT (KLPF OGNPD
IFMS) KXGAC HMXJP EDUKI GZEDC HBHIV IXFOG
RSZMO HDCPU XPEDW RIRD) ULVTF UPZRBG JSVVF
KDPRS) FZPTX LCPXH VGTIR HFVSR QIDOO VHIG JFLGR
XXZ OV TUCIW IANNP FOXFF IYMTI ZROXF TRHTD
ZOPYT IRSBX IWYEK HCHHH HZMPS CUPTX BNKXF
JAMSX VZBHH GPIWI YNEHH NJISV GPSRF KECYU
INWXR ARAMS ADUAN RERNN RIRHF OMPFN XNERL
NVMXZ WMKTB WSXEE METHE MLFER RTZSY
XZNVTK LHXZQ RLZDK X)TCT T)REI LXKBN VVTES
IRMOG ROFYS SVELZ DIMVR SXDCK IDSDZ LFREX
FTIXR SZPKU UBSGR FV.ST) CJFCC KUISE RSART
XYFGE IMJRH BSYGD CFDW.S EYOFR ODRAW PVKXY
LSFRW BSWDU RHKXY @DPNFL UGTNT KFSBZ ETLSH
CRYBL EVOTC DUBZC UYSEN UZWSA BUXSZ XR)TC
(XZWB ESESV ETDZYV DERWP KIJVK VMRWR ORBGD
XRATR NPFSK MORFS PROXO XYZMZ, JWFAS UFPVX
TDWPY KXUXD XIPAI UMZ WS BZHIN MSXGT ZIOFF
VNGKS ILXXG BWRHG CYPPU KPPIU HCIOV LGRDPU



PGS XSTEM QBMCN SLWRYV [BVILM BLHZ U FFLMA
YLY VI NLUC HMZVH FRIPO WVGNS DXYXI GVUUG
LEREVT YRPMX XCEGC BCZBK FJITS PELZL CSLWX
GGOKX DFATN URKRTX MBKKP GWPOX PUHKE RIYWW
AUZAM SXVZH XWKOT XRMGX ))RTM SSHFI HXTPI
IKBIS LCYFR JOWIX LCVRT MWFFS HPAJT UHKER
Y WWA UZAMS XAMOX RXXLA EGCME JAWTH LCFGO

XOXY ZROYK STFAH FITVX GPYGC HKUUU HFESWZ,
EDVAUBJRAR RLGRL OTGXD LEPGV RFXKRT HFBBH
KEXDW HTUWSG COVLEG RTSIA ECRFK THEDT OUUUX
CSFRT ZURR FRBU CHZYO JUYGM IXCKP NHATN
DEVIP QUWHCA JXIGI MGULNR MHWAM CZETL SKKWX
ORXFG SORUL XBTNW AMELG CAXVR SKDUA ETSIK
XA)RD UHLKZ LDWLU IKZ RN LZDKF SRHLD ADWIL
XZNVERF RAJBH QRAXY KZNMW WMVEZ, ZI[PIB XRGOT
PFHTM MFBFM SEPKX DJXMF MWKB) WCMGV ZHAPY
EXHRH MXVIR TNOHEG MMREF ONMWUJFWRA ZAY VI
GKTDG OBMME BGUBU PGFPR LKEL) NMMLG MN®HH
YKBRA UDPPR LXZUU (OHOU MOTLO MXUIT ZWCUS
AMCWT CLDSW BMFLO ROBBH [RNVF KUIRV PFVK.S
GKMNH EARAD LRBMF XTBDK OVUMO GMR.SS NLIMD
SQRAZU IORSU KRTVM ZBKOV WIHWK RUKP) PISOI
TAFT YOJRH XMF() THTML GEXFU VRGOS SBE)T
MZJLS KXTBY CRINB UASHR HCIVI TVEEW BROOV
HMAAG AFFRW ZYVVD ADWXX HK\WER EHZKE



UMHUP BESTD LNSFZ ZIAMO XHGIA ILXRX BWRHX
OWVA) WEEFN TOVTT WRFRL SKIGK BKXPP GBRFG
HBGLY TFBWF WYIGD FGMF FULOW RULIP GVRXE
LGXFM AGDFD CRBFX FILW.S MPXUU OONGP PREMZ
GACRE MWKGD FRET! YSLPF @VRE) HPHLT UWSTW
MNGBT NYEME NXNHP RNYNF BIWKY MRWYC RXMEI
LIEKZ BUBBE VETDZ VXLOY DSVED WKXUP YRLWO
JXCEBY SXOUU UGWK) FUKPV GIZFL UZWNX [TFBM
CZETS EKJHC UUUOW KJFXL EEBMM GDFDA MTNZM
ORSGK SPRHK WDMNI TEYCD UPLPP HOSZ I WBTEY
KZUYE URID) MEGXPB ATBBH VIFBL IMQJF BD)SY
KFUIH LTEYT PXMEX LMRCE BXJRO WSBZ) NUSFV
ZHYZW TTIN BVGSN MWRIR DUVIA FIUPT [CRAV
UZWRI FTUOR SZETN WMNHA UUUSS EPPMD FDIY|
LEMDL GRGSF ROLGR TGWNE DBEUY NRSYZ UKPKU
BJRBV JFDPF YTIRS ZLWTE WATZL GEUVI UTBFV
XOXYZ MZHAB W)KZD XWKJD CIRZ G ASNDC (XVTF
BSXEH YYWOW FNIML WSAWK KIWIR XXMV PFRX
RZZPO FLZFV JFYHZ VBNRDO HGK.SP RWSAB ZF)S|
KIXFG LKEMH JMBEW CNZAY VINIL JAHGS ZBUNM
BMXJR OMFPU VIXWS WLGRD DJFIV UKTIL XXVLV
YTISE TFIDE LMXRS VMSMF TNULW RPBLX RIMGT
RXNIM CYFMO GPRSI SYVPO LGMYZ GSICG EJCHK
DWCJS JZMIC DTDRL BHNXG PMYNN FJPRS CZCDG
KXSME FEUTO WRAUL YRIYD SZEAF AMHRT TXWGR



HWEV) PEFEU UVIID PXYA) MFDER RKVRY HSRSC
BGIE BMGFH WTW) VTFPZ LOCX) RHZLZ ZIFTI VTjLL
CFRSA BENHL TSRFR DEEZI ZUIOZ WZDYL SAICY
ZGTEF HOGDBA TZLYE MOKPX SUSGT EESMX FBLV
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